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From the Bridge 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
UPGRADE OF VETERANS’ HEALTH 

CARE 

On July 30, 2013, the House passed the VA 
conference report on a bill (HR 3230) by a 
vote of 420-5. The conference report was the 
result of a House-Senate compromise; it con-
tains some positive pro-veterans reforms to 
provide relief for veterans who are being mis-
treated, but it falls short of fully reforming the 
way veterans are provided with health ser-
vices, stated Representative Ron DeSantis. On 
Thursday July 31, 2014 bill (HR 3230) also 
was passed by the Senate (91-3) and will now 
be sent to the President who is expected to 
sign it into law very soon. 

Representative DeSantis said that HR 3230- 
does the following: 

--Ensures accountability within the VA by em-
powering the VA Secretary to hold senior VA 
officials accountable for poor performance, 
thereby trumping union rules.  

Mayport Navy Leaguers - 
 We are coming to the 
end of the year.  We have had 
a number of great events.  I 
hope you all got to attend a 
number of them.  This coming 
new year, please make a 
resolution to come out and 
support some of our great 
events.  During our November 
dinner meeting, we voted in 
the new slate of officers for 
next year.  Please  take the 
time to look at our various 
committees and see where 
you would like to be plugged 
in.  There are so many 
opportunities to get involved.  
The only way we can continue to do the great things we 
do is with support of the membership.  I hope you will 
consider being an active participant in your Mayport Navy 
League. 
 Our last opportunity to serve this year is our No 
Dough Dinner.  Please sign up for that if you have not 
done that before.  You will love it.  You can sign up by 
contacting Charlie Armstrong at Charles.r.armstrong@
gmail.com .  We will not have a December meeting.  Our 
next meeting will be the January 15th meeting when we 
induct the new board.  Please make plans to attend.  We 
will announce the speaker in the next newsletter.   Even 
though we are not having a dinner meeting  this month, 
we still have many activities going on.  We are supporting 
the Salvation Army bell ringing, the Blount Island Marines 
through giving to their Christmas commissary chits and 
the before mentioned No dough dinner.  
 I want to mention one last time, we are switching 
to an electronic  newsletter.  If you have not done so, 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Mayport is Easy Coast LCS Homeport

December 8 th
No Dough Dinner - USO

volunteers needed
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 Congressman Ander Crenshaw, a 
member of the House Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee, recently toured Naval Base 
San Diego and Naval Air Station North Island 
in San Diego, California the homeport for 
the Navy’s West Coast Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS) fleet.
 With the United States Navy’s 
planned homeport of the East Coast LCS fleet 
at Naval Station Mayport, he wanted first-
hand information from his San Diego tour to 
ensure Mayport has the resources it needs for 
the LCS homeporting. During the San Diego 
visit, he viewed LCS operations at the base, 
discussed training and maintenance with top 
Navy and industry personnel, and was able to 
sail on the USS Freedom (LCS1).
 “The first six Littoral Combat Ships 
of the East Coast fleet will begin arriving at 
Mayport in 2016 with more ships expected 
by 2020 – this is an example of the key 
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We want to hear from YOU! 
Please let us know how you like the 

new layout for 
The Fleet Sheet

Contact Pat Pumphrey 
E-mail - patpumphrey@att.net

--Provides a “veterans care” card for veterans 
who have been stuck in line at the VA to use at 
private facilities. This was contained in the 
original House bill and will liberate veterans 
from having to wait too long for care. 

--Reduces dollars for bonuses for VA employ-
ees. This reduces the incentive to “fudge the 
numbers” to the detriment of veterans.  

--Requires an audit of the VA and mandates 
Congress establish a commission to study the 
VA’s structure. Representative DeSantis stated 
“I’m skeptical this will lead to very much in 
the way of reform; usually these types of re-
ports are generated and then necessary reforms 
are not implemented. We know that the VA’s 
problems stem from it being a heavily-
bureaucratic, single-payer, government-run 
system and we shouldn’t need to wait to re-
ceive these reports to advance reforms that will 
give veterans more choices and better care”.  

--Provides money for building additional fa-
cilities and hiring more personnel.  

The bottom line is that this bill offers some 
worthwhile reforms and relief for veterans. 
Representative DeSantis said, “Because it fails 
to truly reform the VA from top-to-bottom, the 
issue of veterans care will continue to be a 
front-burner issue that requires additional at-
tention from Congress”. 

J. Michael McGrath 
Congressional  Affairs Chairman 

From the Congressional Affairs Chairman - 
Con’t from page 1 

Rick Costner Mayport 
Council President 
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From The Bridge
Con’t from page 1

From the Congressional Affairs Chairman
Con’t from page 1

please send me your email address so you 
can receive the newsletter.  Contact me at 
rick@aboutfloorsnmore.com 
 I hope everyone has a wonderful 
Christmas and holiday season.  I look 
forward to seeing you all in the new year. 

and lasting role of the LCS and Jacksonville to our 
national security,” said Crenshaw. “My top priority is to 
ensure our military has the resources it needs whenever 
and wherever needed. The San Diego tour provided 
valuable, first-hand information that I will put to use on 
Capitol Hill in my continued fight for a strong military 
that includes a smooth transition for homeporting the 
LCS on the First Coast.”
 “With its strategic location, Naval Station 
Mayport is the perfect fit for the LCS, cruisers, 
destroyers and the three-ship Amphibious Ready Group 
(ARG) already there,” Crenshaw continued. “Naval 
Station Mayport and all our First Coast military assets 
help anchor our national security.
 In its official August 2014 announcement, the 
Navy stated that the first six vessels of the LCS East 
Coast homeporting is expected to bring 900 Sailors and 
support personnel to the Mayport area. The ships are 
the future Little Rock (LCS 9), Sioux City (LCS 11), 
Wichita (LCS 13), Billing (LCS 13), Indianapolis (LCS 
17) and LCS 19 (name is pending).

RADM Gumataotao Join-Up
 
On 6 November several of us had a fun and 
informative evening at Singleton’s Seafood 
Shack in quaint Mayport Village.  Present 
were active duty officers and their spouses 
like Commodore Ryan and Amy Tillotson 
(DESRON-14), Commodore Sam Hancock 
(DESRON 40), CAPT Erin Armstrong 
(Dep DESRON 40), Commodore Paul 
Young (LCSRON-2), CDR Pete and Mrs. 
Ehlers, (Dep LSCRON-2), CDR Adam 
Aycock (ATG-Mayport), CDR Bo Palmer 
(XO NAVSTA) and MCPO Susan Whitman 
(Atlantic Surface Force Master Chief).
  Rear Admiral Pete Gumataotao is 
the Commander for all surface ships in 
the Atlantic Fleet. He was in Mayport to 
stand up the new squadron that will support 
the Atlantic Fleet Littoral Combat Ships. 
The LCSs will be based at Mayport Naval 
Station.
 Gumataotao spoke about the 
importance of Mayport to the Navy and 
the nation. He thanked all of us present for 
taking care of our Sailors.  He also reflected 
on all of his sea assignments being in the 
Pacific and how wonderful it would have 
been to be stationed in Mayport!
 It was a terrific setting to watch 
shrimp boats and large ships pass by in the 

Congressional Affairs Chairman
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Do you have a change of Address? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
Name__________________________________ 
Address________________________________ 
City, State & Zip_________________________  
 
 
 

FOR BASE ACCESS - Base Security now has a  
requirement for Full Name (as on Driver’s License) &  
Date of Birth for All occupants in the car.  AND THE  
LAST 4 DIGITS OF ALL SOCIAL SECURITY  
NUMBERS This information must be submitted  
on the Base Access list for the dinner. 
Full Name  _____________________________________ 
Date of Birth ___________________________________ 
Last four digits of Social Security Number____________ 

St John’s River.  All present enjoyed the comraderie of 
the evening and viewing Captain Singleton’s collection 
of model ships and boats that he built.  As always, the 
seafood was great.
 Mayport Navy League members present 
included: Rick Costner, Elenor Snite, Lee Wahler, 
Kathy Kharman and Dennis Stokowski
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Calendar of Coming Events

December 8th - No Dough Dinner - USO -
 need volunteers

TENTATIVE  2015  SCHEDULE

January 15th - Installation of Officers and 
 Board of Directors - Location TBD
February 19th - Marine Corps Dinner - 
 Surfside (next to Ocean Breeze)
March 19th - USCG Dinner -
 CAPT Allan, RDML Paul Thomas
 Co-host w. Prop Club of Jax - DM Location
TBD - MNL Sea Cadets Career Day - DM Location
April 16th - SoY Dinner - Surfside
May 21st - Sea Cadet/NJROTC/NROTC Dinner - 
 Location TBD
June 13th - BoM Dinner
June 18th Casual Dinner - C.O. NAVSTA Quarters
September 17th - Congressional/Port Authority/
 Sea Service speaker - Surfside
October 17th Friday - Annual Silent Auction
 TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse
November 19th - Congressional/Port Authority/
 Sea Service speaker - Surfside
December TBD - Concert w/ JSO

Passing of Chaplain James Mennis, 
Captain, CHC, USN (Ret.)
 
 On 28 October, our long standing 
Mayport Navy League Chaplain, Monsignor 
James Mennis passed away. Chaplain 
Mennis was buried by his family on Friday, 7 
November, in Navan, Ireland. On Wednesday, 
19 November, a Memorial Mass was said 
for Monsignor Mennis at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church in Jacksonville Beach. The Pastor, 
Father William Kelly celebrated the Mass 
with 8 other area priests, including retired 
Navy Chaplains John Kaul and Gerard 
O’Shea. The eulogy was given by RADM 
George Huchting USN(Ret.). Mass was 
followed by a reception at Chaplain Jim’s 
condominium lobby and the releasing of 4 
doves: one for the Father, one for the Son, 
one for the Holy Spirit and one for Chaplain 
Jim! As a side light, the doves are homing, 
and they beat the people who brought them 
back to their roosts!
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Mayport Naval Station Sailors of the Year Luncheon
 

On Friday, 15 November, your Mayport Navy League, along with our loyal supporters -  the Navy Federal Credit 
Union, Morris Busbia GEICO Insurance and First Command Financial Services - supported the Mayport Na-

val Station in honoring the Sailors of the Year from both the Naval Station, Mayport and the commands located 
and home-ported in Mayport. It was a sold out crowd and our support was recognized by Naval Station Mayport 

Command Master Chief Cramer. Our support allows the honorees and their spouse to attend with out charge. The 
Navy Region Southeast new Command Master Chief, Michael Jackson, was the key note speaker - asking us all 

to ask ourselves: "Why would someone want to follow my lead?" Kind of makes you stop and think about how we 
conduct ourselves! It was a sell out crowd - another great event that you helped make possible -   

Honoring the best of the best!
 

Note - the Mayport Navy League will honor the top Mayport Shore, Sea and Aviation Sailors, the Marine Of the 
Year and the Coast Guard Sector Jacksonville Coast Guardsman of the Year at one of our dinners in 2015.
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USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) Returns to Mayport
 

On Sunday, 23 November, the USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) returned to her Mayport homeport after a 9 
month deployment. About 4 AM, the rain was pounding however by about 8 AM as the families began to 

gather, the rain had moved on. A great Navy Day - haze gray and not too humid and warm! 
 

Your Mayport Navy Leaguers Roseanne Jameson, George Huchting and their Ship Return Leader, Bill 
Mc Loughlin were again on the pier to make sure that everyone had an American flag to wave as the 

ship came along side. Those of  you who watched the evening news on Sunday should have seen the flags 
waving. 

 
Ship returns are normally announced by the Mayport Navy League g-mail as the Navy holds off on 

making the date and time of arrival public until closer to the actual date - so we cannot always get that 
information into The Fleet Sheet.

 
Please consider joining the team to put smiles on faces - it only takes about 1 -2 hours of time. 

If you need base access, please send your full name as it is on your drivers license, date of birth and last 4 
digits of your Social security Number (need for each person in the car who does not have a military ID) to 
Rick Costner ( floors1rc@bellsouth.net ) or George Huchting (geohuch@aol.com) at least 5 working days 
in advance so that they can submit that information to the Navy and get you cleared - it is a several day 

process to get the information into the DoD computer system and get clearance back and out to the gate 
guards. Contact one of us and we will be happy to help you get started!
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USS Philippine Sea (CG 58) Returns to Mayport from 9 month deployment 
on Saturday 11/15/14

 
Our guided missile cruiser, USS Philippine Sea (CG 58), returned to her Mayport from 

a 9 month deployment (!!!) on Saturday, 15 November. A huge crowd of family and 
friends were on the pier to welcome the ship back home. Everyone had an American 

flag to wave - thanks to your support! 
 

Mayport Navy Leaguers on the pier were Clark and Loretta Gaylord, Tim Jenkins, 
Rosanne Jameson, George Huchting and their fearless leader, Bill McLoughlin, 

complete with his bag of flags! 
 

It was a good thing the ship is 567 feet long as the crowd was packed the pier for the 
entire ship length - 5 & 6 deep! 

 
Many thanks to the Mayport Navy Leaguers who came out to distribute the flags and 

put smiles on so many faces!

It simply does not 
get any better than 

this - 
the family 

reunited again!

Tim Jenkins 
(L) and Clark 
Gaylord (R) 

handing out flags



Mike McGrath, Don Mooers 

Navy League Dinner

 Representatives of Navy Federal

 Jon Vargo and FC2 (SW) Fogle FC2(SW) Joseph Bribianca, FC2(SW) Garrett Fogle 
and STG2 Jon Schultz with Dennis Stokowski

Rick Costner with Mayport Base CO, Wes McCall 
and Francis Hoyt 

Capt. and Mrs. Tillotson with CAPT Chris Brunett, 
C.O. of the USS New York 7
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Slate of Officers and Board of Directors: 
 
PRESIDENT:   Rick Costner 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT:  Dennis Stokowski 
VICE PRESIDENT EDUCATION:  Dennis Stokowski 
VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS:  Brian Kennedy 
VICE PRESIDENT ADMINISTRATION:  Jim Young 
SECRETARY:  Debbie Herrera 
TREASURER:  Bob Price 
CHAPLAIN: Open 
JUDGE ADVOCATE:  Don Mooers 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL:   
 George Huchting 
 John Vargo 
 Dennis Stokowski 
 Jim Young 

Brian Kennedy 
 Bob Price 
 
COMMITTEES: 
 
VICE PRESIDENT EDUCATION:  Dennis Stokowski 
 
Programs:  Dennis Stokowski 
Communications:  Rick Costner:  (email and newsletter) 
Web Page:  Brian Kennedy 
Legislative Affairs:  Mike McGrath  
 
VICE PRESIDENT ADMINISTRATION:  Jim Young 
 
Membership/Retention:  Don Mooers 
Budget and Finance:  Bob Price 
Fund Raising:  OPEN 
Holiday POPS:  Mike Manko/George Huchting 
 
VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS:  Brian Kennedy 
 
Youth Programs:  Jim Young 
NROTC/NJROTC Liaison:  Glenn Doyle 
Military Affairs:    
 Navy:  Dennis Stokowski 
 Marines: Brian Kennedy 
 Coast Guard: Don Mooers 

Merchant Marine:  Open 
No Dough:  Charlie Armstrong 
Ship Greetings:  Bill McLoughlin 
HST/IA:  Bob Price 
SOQ:  Bob Price 
SOY: Maury Lazenby  
Hospitality:  OPEN 
Midway:  John Vargo 
 
 
DIRECTORS: 
 
Jackie Smith 
Patti Burger 
Bill McLoughlin 
Mike Manko 
Roseanne Jamison 
Bill Boydstun 
Steve Banks 
Charlie Armstrong 
Mike McGrath 
Dottie Cernik 
 
 

2015 Slate of Officers
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 On 20 November we held our Monthly 
Dinner at the Surfside facility on Mayport 
Naval Station. Our guest speaker was CAPT 
Ryan Tillotson. He is the Commodore for the 
destroyers, frigates and coastal patrol ships in 
Mayport.
 Commodore Tillotson provided insight 
into what our Navy is doing around the globe, 
emphasizing that the U.S. is the only nation 
in the history to maintain freedom of the seas 
not just for itself but for all nations. He also 
provided a timeline for the decommissioning 
of ships and the expected arrival of new ships 
to Mayport.  Finally, told us how much he 
appreciates the many activities of Mayport 
Navy League Council and the impact we make 
on Sailors.
 During the dinner we recognized three 
of the many Sailors who spent the entire day 
on Saturday,  8 November, training our Sea 
Cadets aboard UDD Hue City (CG 66).  By all 
accounts it was one of the best opportunities 
for our youngsters in many years!

President Rick Costner presents CAPT Ryan 
Tillotson with a token of appreciation for his 

interesting talk

First row: Midshipman Jesse Moniz, Seaman 
Apprentice Hernandez, LC3 Matson

Second row: Seaman Recruit Howard, P03 
Carter

Monthly Dinner
Sea Cadet Annual Veterans Day Parade
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BATTLE OF MIDWAY DINNER  2014 was a success 
Thanks to our Sponsors! 

The     B oeing  Company
Pat Ray 
Renaissance World Golf Village Resort 
BAE Systems Southeast Shipyards 
Navy League - Mayport Council 
Navy League - St. Augustine Council 
Navy League - Jacksonville Council 
Florida Blue 
Northrop Grumman St. Augustine 
General Dynamics 

Siemans 
Florida Times Union 
Morris Busbia GEICO 
PacOrd Inc 
USAA - United Services  Automobile Association 
Navy Federal Credit Union 
VyStar Credit Union 
First Coast Commandery - Naval Order 
LSI, Inc. 
Fields Cadillac - St. Augustine 

Bill McLoughlin, Marge Petschke
Rosanne Jameson, Bill Boydstun &
Patti Burger 

Sea Cadet News 

10 

BATTLE OF MIDWAY DINNER  2014 was a success 
Thanks to our Sponsors! 

The     B oeing  Company
Pat Ray 
Renaissance World Golf Village Resort 
BAE Systems Southeast Shipyards 
Navy League - Mayport Council 
Navy League - St. Augustine Council 
Navy League - Jacksonville Council 
Florida Blue 
Northrop Grumman St. Augustine 
General Dynamics 

Siemans 
Florida Times Union 
Morris Busbia GEICO 
PacOrd Inc 
USAA - United Services  Automobile Association 
Navy Federal Credit Union 
VyStar Credit Union 
First Coast Commandery - Naval Order 
LSI, Inc. 
Fields Cadillac - St. Augustine 

Bill McLoughlin, Marge Petschke
Rosanne Jameson, Bill Boydstun &
Patti Burger 

Sea Cadet News 

The Hue City Crew held training for our Mayport Naval Sea 
Cadets on November 8th. The Hue City crew went all out for 
our cadets giving them the most extensive ship training we 
have experienced in a long time. The cadets were broken into 
the rotational groups at 5 stations followed by Chow in the 
ships Galley. The crew ate with the cadets and before chow was 
over the crew decided to extend our visit by coming up with 2 
additional training stations that were not part of the original 

plan. Before the day was over the cadets had experienced: damage control (DC), 
the bridge, Combat Information Center (CIC), an overview of the ships weapon 
systems including the Torpedo system and the forward five-inch gun mount. After 
chow the ships Engineers gave the cadets an overview of the ship’s engines and the 
gas powered electrical generator. 
On Veterans Day, the Mayport Cadets proudly marched in their whites behind 
the crew of the USS Gettysburg. This year’s Veteran’s Day parade had the largest 
showing in the Mayport Sea Cadets history with 46 cadets marching in the parade.
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Corporate and Community Affiliate Membership - What’s is all about!

The Corporate Membership program is  struc-
tured to help industry maintain a strategic  posi-
tion in front of key military, civilian defense, and 
homeland security decision makers. From 
Washington, DC programs to local events with 
our Councils nationwide, the Navy League can 
help enhance your company's brand and patriotic 
reputation among  industry and military leaders 
alike.  

Community Affiliate Memberships  
demonstrates a company's commitment to the local 
council and a desire to support and advance the  
objective and purpose of the Navy League.  This 
membership is designed for companies whose  
business is primarily local rather than national in 
scope.  Community Affiliate  membership
demonstrates your desire to support young people 
through our special youth 
programs and scholarships.  
  
 

Council activities range from special military installation visits and ship tours or cruises to a wide  
variety of social events as luncheons or dinners during which members of the Sea Services are  honored 
or presented with awards.  Council members work together to foster common local interest and to   
promote maritime issues of national importance. 

And along the way, we have a great time! 

Membership Application 

___________________________________________________ 
Name (Mr., Mrs., Dr., etc.) First, Middle Initial & Last Name 

___________________________________________________
Name of Spouse (Mr., Mrs., Dr., Etc.) First, Middle Initial &
Last  Name 

___________________________________________________ 
Address Number, Street (Apt. Suite, P.O. Box) 

___________________________________________________ 
City                                State                          Zip Code 
___________________________________________________ 
Email                    Date of Birth 
___________________________________________________ 
Home Phone #  Business Phone # 
__________________________________________________ 
Sponsor's Name  Sponsor's Membership # 
_Mayport________________________________________ 
Preferred Council 

Type of Membership  (Please circle one) 

One - Year Membership $65.00 
Two - Year Membership $117.00 

Save $13 over 1 year rate 
Three - Year Membership $175.00 

Save $20 over 1 year rate 
Life Membership - Age 55 & below $1,000.00 
Life Membership - Age 56-75 $750.00 
Life Membership - Age 76 & above $500.00 
Husband/Wife Membership  $117.00 
Active Duty Spouse $30.00 

Method of Payment 

 Check enclosed (Make payable to NLUS) or 

Charge my Visa   Mastercard AMEX 

____________________________________________________ 
Name on Card 

___________________________________________________ 
Card Number 

___________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date              Signature 

Membership dues increase effective April 1st! 

Mail your application to 
NLUS,  Member Service 
2300 Wilson Blvd,  
Merrifield, VA 22201  
or give to a Mayport Council Member 
Thank you 
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Officers 
President - Rick Costner - (904)645-5299 
Immediate Past President - 
George Huchting 904) 280-9807 

First Vice President - 
Dennis Stokowski  - (904)307-5289 

Vice Presidents 
Administration - Rosanne Jameson - (904)491-5140
Operations - Brian Kennedy - (904)992-4159

Secretary - Debbie Herrera - (904)288--1901 
Treasurer - Robert W. Price - (904)246-9982
Chaplain - Jim Mennis - (904)241-7019 
Judge Advocate - Don Mooers  (904)993-6172
Newsletter- Pat Pumphrey - (904)280-0941 

See page 11 for information on the  
Corporate Member and Community 
Affiliate Memberships. 

Thank you to our 
  Community Affiliates Members 

Community Affiliates - 

All Purpose Printing  and  Graphics, Inc. 
Atlantic Eye Institute 
BAE Systems SE - Mayport 
Culhane’s Irish Pub, Inc 
Hampton Inn & Suites 
Navy Federal Credit Union 
Quinn Shalz  A Family Funeral Home 
Renaissance Resort At World Golf 
Smart Pharmacy, Inc. 

Calling all local business -
Join up as Community Affiliates and 
Support The Mayport Council and The Sea 
Services. Community Affiliate membership is 
$400 per year.  
Call Don Mooers (904)993-6172 for various 
levels of Corporate Membership.  

MAYPORT FLORIDA COUNCIL of 
The NAVY LEAGUE of The U.S. 
P.O. Box 331944 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 
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